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[Abstract:] As to sale of old material made August 15, 1885. 


U.S. Mint Phila. 
August 15, 1885 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent 


Dear Sir 


In answer to your letter of inquiry of the 14th inst. say — You gave me a verbal order on 
July 1st to sell all the old iron on hand, - on the 3rd of July in the Melting room you reiterated the 
order of the Ist inst. and wanted to know why I had not attended to the matter sooner, - I sent out 
a man to invite bidders to come and view the material and make their bids, on the 6th of July I 
sold the old iron &c. to the best advantage for the Government, and turned the proceeds $123.77 
over to Mr. Theo. Vogel on the 9th. 


I received and opened the bids in the present of E.O. Thomas the weighmaster. A portion 
of the old iron was from the Melter and Refiner, some from the Coiner, and the balance from the 
General Dept. 


The material sold had been condemned by the different Departments at various times and 
was then dumped in a pile at the north end of the yard prior to its sale and delivery. 


The carpet sold was from you own office, it was sold by order of your predecessor at the 
auction house of Thos. Birch and Sons. 


The condition of the carpet I never noticed particularly, and am unable to state its 
condition at time of sale. 


The old iron was purchased by a scrap iron dealer by name McClure, and I do not know 
who the purchaser of the carpet was. 


Very respectfully, 
John L. McGinnis 
Chief Engineer 


